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FIGURE 1
The framework presents some 
principles to design teaching 
activities organized by 
competencies for education for 
sustainability.

Project TEDS (Teacher education for sustainability) 
aims the design of proposals for and from in-service 
teacher education concerning education for 
sustainability (EduS). Therefore, the project is focused 
on preparing schools to educate for sustainability 
through in-service teacher education thus contributing 
to the EU level goals for a more sustainable society. 
The project is being developed by a team including 
researchers from 5 European countries: Portugal, 
France, Malta, Lithuania and Finland. The first product 
delivered is a framework based on the interaction 
between knowledge, skills and values important for the 
education for sustainability. Four topics were selected: 
Environment and natural resources, Responsible use 
of digital technologies, Dialogue, diversity and social 
inclusion and Economic and financial literacy. The 
selection of these topics reveals that knowledge 
related to sustainability is not exclusively centered on 
the environmental sphere, although this is undeniably 
a crucial aspect of this concept. The framework was 
built on the results of the deductive content analysis 
of policy documents, dissertations, and PhD theses in 
each country using a software of qualitative analysis 
developed in the University of Aveiro (webQDA - 
https://www.webqda.net/). This analysis was focused 
on looking for evidence of the presence of education 
for sustainability competencies and suggestions to 
promote sustainability in schools in those documents. 

Project TEDS adopted a system of five transversal 
education competencies for sustainability: i) systems-
thinking competency, ii) strategic competency, iii) 
anticipatory competency, iv) normative competency, 
and v) interpersonal competency. The framework was 
the base for the third phase of the project (IO3). This 
phase demanded the conception, implementation and 
assessment of teacher education modules involving 
in-service teachers working with 6 to 17-18 years old 
students in the five countries taking part in the project.




