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Few times in our history have we faced such a complex 
situation as the one we are in today. Europe and the world 
are going through rapid and profound changes that make it 
increasingly di.cult to anticipate the future. When facing 
challenges of unusual proportions, it is crucial to be resilient 
and creative and to focus our attention on opportunities and 
solutions. We must be prepared to act, react, and respond 
e0ectively to the unexpected.

In this context of unpredictability, the importance of 
innovation and creativity emerges clearly and enhances our 
ability to 1nd solutions to complex problems. Creativity – 
so often associated with unpredictability – imagination and 
reasoning are essential in this process. They are tools that 
promote experimentation, re2ection, and interpretation 
and as such they will play an important role in the di.cult 
times ahead. It is essential to promote a reconciliation of 
artistic, intuitive and interpretive knowledge with scienti1c 
and technological knowledge, if we want to strengthen our 
ability to innovate and adapt to change.


